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Land Acknowledgement  
 
We acknowledge with respect, the history, spirituality, and culture of the Anishinabek: The 
People of the Three Fires known as Ojibway, Odawa, and Pottawatomi Nation, who have 
inhabited this land from time immemorial. And further give thanks to the Chippewas of Saugeen, 
and the Chippewas of Nawash, now known as the Saugeen Ojibway Nation, as the traditional 
keepers of this land. We also recognize, the Metis whose ancestors shared this land and these 
waters. May we all, as Treaty People, live with respect on this land, and live-in peace and 
friendship with all its diverse peoples. 
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Disclaimers 
 
Mapping 
 
Grey Sauble Conservation (GSC) makes regular edits to regulation and base data mapping 
based on the most current information. By using and/or downloading this data the user agrees 
to inform GSC of any errors in the mapping.  All of the included mapping is made available "AS 
IS", "AS AVAILABLE", and "WITH ALL FAULTS" without representations or warranties of any 
kind, either express or implied, as to the accuracy, completeness, reliability, currency, 
merchantability, fitness for purpose, title or otherwise.   
 
The entire risk as to the results and performance of the Map Products, IP, Data and Third Party 
Data is assumed by the user. The user shall indemnify and save harmless the GSC, its directors 
and officers, its representatives and employees, and Third Parties (collectively, the Indemnitee") 
from and against any and all liabilities, damages, costs or expenses awarded against or 
incurred or suffered by the Indemnitee arising out of any action or proceeding commenced or 
maintained by any entity in respect of the users use of the Maps, Data, IP or Third Party Data. 
   
Produced by GSC with Data supplied under Licence by Members of the Ontario Geospatial 
Data Exchange. © King's Printer for Ontario and its licensors. [2023] May Not be Reproduced 
without Permission. THIS IS NOT A PLAN OF SURVEY. The use of these Data does not 
constitute an endorsement by the MNR or the Ontario Government of use of such Data.  
By accepting this data you are agreeing not to edit this data. You also agree to inform GSC of 
any errors in mapping or missing base features that you are aware of. 
 
Capacity 
 
GSCA has developed this management plan as a starting point, to allow for future guidance on 
projects and management decisions. Due to budgetary and staffing constraints, development 
phases, engineered drawings or finalized designs are not included as part of this plan. Finer 
details will be determined based on available funds. 
 
NEPOSS 
 
The development of a management plan is a requirement for Niagara Escarpment Parks and 
Open Spaces Systems (NEPOSS) properties under Section 3.1.5.1 of the Niagara Escarpment 
Plan (NEP). The Inglis Falls Management Plan process commenced in 2018 and as such, 
incorporates elements from both the 2012 and 2021 NEPOSS planning manual. As the property 
owners and managers, the goals, objectives and financial commitments of Grey Sauble 
Conservation Authority take precedence over the NEPOSS where they are not in conflict with 
the Niagara Escarpment Plan or the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6 | P a g e  
 

 
 

Table of Contents  

DISCLAIMERS ............................................................................................................................................. 5 

MAPPING .................................................................................................................................................... 5 
CAPACITY  . ................................................................................................................................................. 5 
NEPOSS ................................................................................................................................................... 5 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ............................................................................................................................... 6 

MAPS ............................................................................................................................................................ 7 

FIGURES ...................................................................................................................................................... 8 

TABLES ........................................................................................................................................................ 9 

LIST OF ACRONYMS .................................................................................................................................. 9 

1.0 INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................................................... 10 

2.0 CONTEXT ............................................................................................................................................. 10 

2.1 LOCATION ........................................................................................................................................... 11 
2.2 LAND ACQUISITION .............................................................................................................................. 12 
2.3 TAX STATUS/FOREST MANAGEMENT .................................................................................................... 12 

3.0 GOALS AND OBJECTIVES ................................................................................................................. 12 

4.0 PURPOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT PLAN ........................................................................................ 13 

5.0 SITE ANALYSIS: THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT ........................................................................... 13 

5.1 SITE DESIGNATIONS ............................................................................................................................ 14 
5.2 PHYSIOGRAPHY AND SOILS .................................................................................................................. 17 
5.3 THE SYDENHAM RIVER ........................................................................................................................ 21 
5.4 SITE ECOLOGY .................................................................................................................................... 22 

5.4.1 Ecological Lands Classification (ELC) ....................................................................................... 25 
5.4.2 Species at Risk (SAR) and Invasive Species ............................................................................ 27 

6.0 SITE ANALYSIS: HISTORY ................................................................................................................. 30 

6.1 PRE-CONTACT .................................................................................................................................... 30 
6.2 THE MILL ............................................................................................................................................ 31 
6.3 WATER HISTORY ................................................................................................................................. 34 
6.4 THE FILTRATION PLANT ........................................................................................................................ 34 
6.5 THE GROUNDS .................................................................................................................................... 37 
6.6 THE ARBORETUM................................................................................................................................. 39 

7.0 SITE ANALYSIS: VISITOR NUMBERS, ENGAGEMENT AND FEEDBACK ..................................... 40 

7.1 VISITOR NUMBERS ............................................................................................................................... 40 
7.2 PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE AND DRAFT PLAN FEEDBACK ............................................................................... 40 
7.3 SURVEY RESULTS AND STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK   ............................................................................... 41 

8.0 MANAGEMENT CLASSIFICATION AND ZONES .............................................................................. 41 

8.1 CLASSIFICATION .................................................................................................................................. 41 
8.2 ZONING ............................................................................................................................................... 42 

9.0 FUTURE DIRECTION ........................................................................................................................... 48 

9.1 ACTION 1: CONSERVE AND PROTECT .................................................................................................... 48 
9.2 ACTION 2: IMPROVE THE VISITOR EXPERIENCE...................................................................................... 54 

9.2.1 Trail Network and Permitted Uses ............................................................................................. 54 





 

8 | P a g e  
 

Map 12. Access/Development Zone Zoom on top of Inglis Falls ...............................................46 
Map 13 Management Zones from the 2000 Master Plan ...........................................................47 
Map 14. IFCA Trail Plan (Trail Names) .....................................................................................55 
Map 15  IFCA Trail Plan (Permitted Uses) ................................................................................56 
Map 16. Biking Trail at the Arboretum .......................................................................................58 
Map 17. Biking Trail on the Pines Loop .....................................................................................61 
Map 18. Parking design around the falls* ..................................................................................68 
Map 19. Filtration Plant parking design .....................................................................................69 
Map 20. Viewing platform location.............................................................................................72 
Map 21 Ash trees along GSCA trails at Inglis Falls Conservation Area .....................................87 
 
Figures 
 
Figure 1 Cabot Head Formation ................................................................................................18 
Figure 2 Indian Falls, Balmy Beach. ..........................................................................................19 
Figure 3 Inglis Falls Grist Mill, ca 1930s. ...................................................................................32 
Figure 4 A Flour Advertisement, 1927 .......................................................................................32 
Figure 5 Inglis Falls Gristmill and Sawmill, no date. ..................................................................33 
Figure 6 Mill workers on the dam, no date. ................................................................................34 
Figure 7. Inside the Filtration Plant at present ...........................................................................35 
Figure 8. Article from the Owen Sound Sun Times, July 5, 1910 ...............................................36 
Figure 9. The outside of the Filtration Plant at present ..............................................................37 
Figure 10. The original Inglis Family house, demolished in 2010 by GSCA due to vandalism ...38 
Figure 11. The two-storey Inglis Family home, which still stands today along Inglis Falls Road.
 .................................................................................................................................................38 
Figure 12. Victor and Hazel Inglis family house, which is no longer standing. ...........................39 
Figure 13. Trail edging example ................................................................................................50 
Figure 14. Rope trail railing example .........................................................................................50 
Figure 15. Viewing platform example ........................................................................................51 
Figure 16. Current view of head pond riparian area ..................................................................52 
Figure 17. Future restoration proposal for head pond area .......................................................52 
Figure 18. Existing Arboretum Trails .........................................................................................59 
Figure 19. Existing Arboretum Trails .........................................................................................59 
Figure 20. Existing Arboretum Trails .........................................................................................60 
Figure 21. Existing Pines Loop Trail ..........................................................................................62 
Figure 22. Existing Pines Loop Trail ..........................................................................................62 
Figure 23. Existing Pines Loop Trail ..........................................................................................63 
Figure 24. Existing Pines Loop Trail ..........................................................................................63 
Figure 25. Trailhead sign example from Upper Thames River C.A ............................................65 
Figure 26. Permitted uses signage example from Conservation Halton ....................................66 
Figure 27. Existing Inglis Falls pavilion ......................................................................................70 
Figure 28. Existing boardwalk on Filtration Plant Trail ...............................................................71 
Figure 29. Existing boardwalk on Bruce Trail ............................................................................71 
Figure 30. Inglis Falls Dam........................................................................................................75 
Figure 31. Mill storage building .................................................................................................76 
Figure 32. Inside the mill storage building .................................................................................76 
Figure 33. The Heidentor. .........................................................................................................77 
Figure 34. Outdoor classroom example ....................................................................................80 
Figure 35. Arboretum Design Plan (2001) .................................................................................81 
Figure 36. 3D rendering of Admin Centre addition looking west ................................................82 







 

11 | P a g e  
 

2.1 Location 
 
The Inglis Falls Conservation Area is located south of Owen Sound, within the main Sydenham 
River watershed along the Sydenham River (Map 1). The property is approximately 209 
hectares (ha) in size, located along the Sydenham River valley, on Lots 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 
14, Concession 1, and Lot 11, Concession 2, and part of park lots 1 to 4, Range II and part of 
park lot 4, Range I, W.G.R in the Township of Georgian Bluffs (Former Derby Township).  
 

 
Map 1 Inglis Falls Conservation Area boundary 
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5.1 Site Designations 
 
In 1990 the Niagara Escarpment was designated as a United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Biosphere Reserve. This designation recognizes the 
Niagara Escarpment and the land in its vicinity as a nationally and internationally significant 
landform that includes scientifically valuable examples of sustainable relationships between 
human activities and ecosystems.  
 
The IFCA lies within the jurisdiction of the Niagara Escarpment Planning Area and consists of 
two land-use designations under the Niagara Escarpment Plan (NEP): Escarpment Natural Area 
and Escarpment Protection Area, as shown in Map 2.  
 
The Escarpment Natural Areas contains escarpment features that are in a relatively natural 
state as well as its associated valleys, wetlands and woodlands that are also relatively 
undisturbed. These areas tend to be the most sensitive and scenic natural resources and the 
policies aim to protect and enhance these natural areas.  
 
The Escarpment Protection Areas are designated due to their visual prominence and their 
environmental significance, including increased resilience to climate change through the 
provision of essential ecosystem services. This also contains escarpment related landforms and 
natural heritage and hydrologic features that have been significantly modified by land use 
activities, such as agriculture and residential development, as well as lands needed to buffer the 
Escarpment Natural Areas. 
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Map 2 Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) Designations within Inglis Falls Conservation 
Area 

As mentioned previously, Inglis Falls Conservation Area is a Nodal Park under the Niagara 
Escarpment Parks and Open Spaces System (NEPOSS). However, 0.9/209 hectares, 
comprised of the parking areas and Falls Road, are not included in the NEPOSS (Map 3). The 
plan will include the entire 209 hectares, but it becomes important in Section 9 to highlight 
where the NEPOSS boundary is.  
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Map 3. Area excluded from NEPOSS 

The Inglis Falls Conservation Area is 209 hectares in size, 139 hectares of which are 
designated as a Regionally Significant Life Science Area of Natural and Scientific Interest 
(ANSI), as shown in Map 3. ANSI is an official designation by the Province of Ontario which is 
applied to geographical regions within the province that have geological or ecological features 
that are deemed locally, regionally or provincially significant for natural heritage, protection, 
scientific study or educational reasons.  
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Figure 2 Indian Falls, Balmy Beach. 

Retrieved online from: https://ontarioconservationareas.ca/component/mtree/conservation-
authorities/grey-sauble/indian-falls-conservation-area?Itemid= 

 
Although generally soft and water soluble compared to other rock types, the varying hardness of 
the different sedimentary bedrock layers have contributed greatly to the diverse topography of 
this site. This topography is generally broken and undulating with the Niagara Escarpment 
providing a distinct break in the landscape and dividing the area into northern lowland and 
southern upland sections (Tovell, 1992). Along the eastern boundary of the property, the 
escarpment forms a continuous dramatic 25-meter rock wall above a generally flat plain which 
slopes gently to the north. This plain is deeply cut by numerous ravines and bordered by old 
river valley ridges which slope sharply down to the present riverbed (Tovell, 1992).  
 
Soils are another complex element of this site. The nature of underlying bedrock, the impact of 
glacial and post-glacial activities, erosion and the influence of topography are the prime factors 
in the formation of the soil types found on the site. These soils are derived from three general 
origins, sandy outwash, lacustrine silt or thin limestone till. As a result, a major part of the area 
is either erosion prone or has shallow soils (Chapman and Putnam, 1984). A map of the various 
soil types is shown in Map 5.  
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Map 5 Surficial Geology of Inglis Falls Conservation Area 
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Map 6 Soil types at Inglis Falls Conservation Area 

 
5.3 The Sydenham River 
 
The Sydenham River system is the major surface drainage system running through the 
conservation area. The focal point of the property is the 20-meter waterfall where the river 
cascades over the face of the Niagara Escarpment. This waterfall acts as a natural barrier to 
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to many insects, reptile, small mammal and bird species. 
 

 
Map 7 Inglis Falls Arboretum 

 
IFCA provides important habitats for several fish and wildlife species.  Of note is the Sydenham 
River and its tributaries which constitute one of the best cold-water habitats for several species 
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of trout in Southern Ontario, including the native Brook Trout. The Sydenham River contributes 
a substantial proportion of the total sport fish production of Rainbow Trout and Chinook Salmon 
in Owen Sound Bay (Dodge, 1972). The main reason for the importance of the Sydenham River 
for trout production is the existence of cold fast flowing water, gravel stream beds and well-
established streambank vegetation needed to maintain cold temperatures.  
 
Waterfowl are attracted to the pond and marsh above the falls. It is an interesting wetland area 
that has the potential to support a host of reptiles, amphibians, insects and birds and generally 
at least one family of Canada Geese. Aquatic plants found there include pond weeds, eel grass, 
duck weed, cattails and water lilies. Within some areas in between the river and the hardwood 
stands on top of the escarpment there were several vernal pools observed that would likely 
support amphibian breeding habitat. Some of these pools appear to persist into early summer 
and provide habitat for woodland frogs such as the Wood Frog and Spring Peeper and possibly 
Mole Salamanders. 
 
The property also provides important habitats for a variety of birds which are particularly notable 
and abundant.  During the spring of 2019, Breeding Bird Surveys were conducted in the 
Arboretum and in the lowlands of Inglis Falls on June 2, and in the upland forests on top of the 
Niagara Escarpment of the Inglis Falls site on June 22. The results of these surveys can be 
found in Appendix B. 
 
Full scale wildlife inventories have not been conducted at this time. Incidental observations of 
other species of birds, mammals, reptiles and amphibians, as well as some insects that were 
encountered during the vegetation confirmation species surveys have been tabulated and are 
available upon request. All of the surveys conducted up to this point occurred during daylight 
hours. 
 
5.4.1 Ecological Lands Classification (ELC) 
 
Ecological Land Classification (ELC) is a system which enables the classification of 
vegetation systems throughout southern Ontario. ELC is used to identify recurring ecological 
patterns on the landscape to reduce complex natural variation to a reasonable number of 
meaningful ecosystem units. It is a useful tool for landscape planning and sustainable 
management of natural resources. In 2019, ELC polygons were mapped for the IFCA, and 
confirmation surveys were conducted throughout a large portion of the property. ELC mapping 
is shown in Map 7 with a description of the codes in Appendix C.  
 
Based on the results from the ELC surveys, there are 16 different ELC communities on this 
property. The most common vegetation type is Mixed Forest (FOM), totaling 59 hectares, or 
28.4% of the property, followed by Deciduous Forest making up 55.8 hectares of the site, or 
26.8%. A full list of communities and percent cover is shown in Table 2. A more detailed 
breakdown of ecosites and vegetation type can be found in Appendix E. 
 
Table 2. ELC Communities at IFCA 

ELC Code Community Total 
Hectares 

Percentage of 
Total Area 

BBO Open Beach / Bar 0.10 0.05 

BBT Treed Beach / Bar 0.08 0.04 

CLT Treed Cliff 3.5 1.7 
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COI Access Roads and Road Allowances, Parking Lot 0.7 0.3 

CUM Cultural Meadow 2.3 1.1 

CUP Cultural Plantation 17.4 8.4 

CUS Cultural Savannah 13.9 6.7 

CUT Mineral Cultural Thicket 4.8 2.3 

CUW Cultural Woodland 0.2 0.09 

FOC  Fresh - Moist White Cedar Coniferous Forest 19.5 9.4 

FOD Deciduous Forest 55.8 26.8 

FOM Mixed Forest 59 28.4 

HPR Agricultural Land 9.0 4.3 

MAS Fresh - Moist Lowland Deciduous Forest 1.3 0.6 

OAO Open Aquatic 5.5 2.6 

TAT Carbonate Treed Talus 14.9 7.2 
Grand 
Total   207.98 100 
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Map 8 ELC Communities at IFCA 

 
5.4.2 Species at Risk (SAR) and Invasive Species 
 
For the purposes of this report Species at Risk (SAR) are defined as those designated by 
Federal and Provincial legislation shown in Table 3. Rare species include species designated as 
provincially rare (S1-S3) by the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC), or locally rare by 
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Map 9 Invasive species at IFCA 

6.0 Site Analysis: History  
 
In 2021, GSCA contracted Toronto and Region Conservation Authority (TRCA) to produce a 
Cultural Heritage Background Report for Inglis Falls Conservation Area using existing 
resources. The full report provides background on Pre-Contact history from a broad perspective 
and detailed European settler history at the site. The full report can be found in Appendix F. 
 
6.1 Pre-Contact  
 
Although there are few records of culture and peoples in the Paleo and Archaic Periods, life 
along the Great Lakes region is documented as being nomadic, due to the lifestyle that comes 
with hunting and gathering (Gagné, 2015). Semi-permanent settlements along rivers and bodies 
of water began to become more frequent and grew as the climate and environment shifted 
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Figure 3 Inglis Falls Grist Mill, ca 1930s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 A Flour Advertisement, 1927 
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destroyed by a fire, which was considered suspicious, and the remainder of the property rights 
eventually sold to the Owen Sound Public Utilities Commission. When GSCA purchased the 
property around the falls in 1960, it tore down the remainder of the mill ruins which presented only 
an eyesore and a hazard. Mill stones mounted on the site are the only reminders of the once 
active industry.   
  
The mills at Inglis Falls operated for 89 years under the Inglis family name, totalling three 
generations, which is an amazing record. The mills at Inglis Falls were a very important early 
industry in the new territory, established prior to the survey of the Township, meeting several 
staple needs of the residents.  
 

 
Figure 6 Mill workers on the dam, no date. 

 
6.3 Water History 
 
Owen Sound had been generating a small amount of power by steam in the inner harbour when 
it first received power from the Sydenham River in 1890. Power was originally purchased from 
the privately owned Parker and Son Power Plant located 0.5 km downstream from the falls at 
Creamery Hill springs. The company was purchased by the City of Owen Sound in 1903 and the 
Sydenham River Plant continued to be used until 1915 when the power source was switched to 
Eugenia Falls plant and the Ontario Hydro system. Nothing visible remains on the Sydenham 
River.  
 

 6.4 The Filtration Plant  
  
A river filtration system was built just south of Inglis Falls, which still exists as a decommissioned 
site on the property today. Originally called the Rockford Water Filters, the construction began in 
1910 and was completed by 1912. The filters served the area of Owen Sound from 1912 until 
they were decommissioned in 1969. The City of Owen Sound took water from the Sydenham 
River above Inglis Falls and filtered it before sending it to Owen Sound. These filters provided 
9,463,500 litres (2,500,000 gallons) of water per day to the homes and factories in Owen 
Sound.  The whole system was based on gravity. The construction consisted of:  
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�x a water works dam built south of Grey Road 18  
�x a 61-centimetre (24 inch) concrete aqueduct feed to the filter  
�x the Rockford filters  
�x 9.6 kilometres (6 miles) of 30-centimetre (12 inch) pipe from the filters down Inglis 

Falls Road to the chlorination plant at Suburban Road 5 (Grey Road 5) where it 
was treated along with spring water from Creamery Hill and other springs located 
along the escarpment on Lot 11 Concession 2 and then pumped to a 18,927,000 
litre (5,000,000 gallon) reservoir in Owen Sound.    

 

 
Figure 7. Inside the Filtration Plant at present 
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Figure 10. The original Inglis Family house, demolished in 2010 by GSCA due to vandalism 

 

 
Figure 11. The two-storey Inglis Family home, which still stands today along Inglis Falls Road. 
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Figure 12. Victor and Hazel Inglis family house, which is no longer standing. 

 
Another historic feature of note on the property is the site of a tree nursery and log cabin replica 
developed by the Owen Sound Water Department around 1932. The log cabin and nursery were 
developed as a public resource and for tree stock by that agency, but they have not been 
maintained. Just east of the nursery is a small black walnut plantation planted by the Water 
Department in 1937 to celebrate the coronation of King George the 6th.  
  
According to historical maps, there was a tavern located at the northeastern corner of Grey 
18 (formerly the Saugeen Road) and Inglis Falls Road. 
 
6.6 The Arboretum 
 
In 1961 and 1962, the land where the existing Arboretum is located was purchased by the North 
Grey Region Conservation Authority to protect part of the scenic Sydenham River Valley. This 
site, with its flat tableland topography was recognized as an ideal location for an arboretum 
because of its deep, rich soils and its close proximity to the City of Owen Sound.  
  
When site prep began in 1963, the arboretum was being considered as a possible location for the 
Grey County Museum. Planting began in 1964 with a shelter bed of Austrian Pine and Norway 
Spruce surrounding the site, being added in 1965 to protect the more sensitive Carolinian species 
planned for the site. Planting was conducted piecemeal. Detailed records of the species planted 
at this time were not kept or do not remain.  
  
In 1973 the site was selected for the new Conservation Authority Administration Centre, which 
was complete in 1977. The two maintenance buildings were built in 1977 (northwest shed) and 
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Inglis Falls Conservation Area is a Nodal Park under NEPOSS, providing a unique escarpment 
and historical experience to visitors over the years. Inglis Falls is classed as a Natural 
Environment property as per Appendix 1 of the NEP. Natural Environment lands are 
characterized by the variety and combination of outstanding natural heritage features, cultural 
heritage features and outstanding landscape. Activities in these areas are low impact and 
development is targeted and minimal.  
 
One of the main low impact activities that Inglis Falls Conservation Area offers is hiking through 
a vast trail network, which plays an important role as a greenspace provider where people can 
feel close to nature and develop a deep sense of appreciation for our natural spaces. 
 
8.2 Zoning 
 
Zoning focuses on development programming and restoration activities in appropriate areas. 
Each zone represents an area that has distinct management needs based on the existing 
natural heritage features, existing cultural heritage features, visitor needs and access, suitability 
for sustainable development and opportunities for recreation. These zones are confirmed by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and Niagara Escarpment Commission as per the 
NEP and include Nature Reserve, Natural Environment, Cultural Heritage, Development, 
Access, and Resource Management. This plan proposes IFCA be broken up into six zones, as 
shown in Table 6 and Map 10.  
 
Table 6. Zone Descriptions and Functions in the Inglis Falls Conservation Area 

Zone Type Total Size  
Hectares (%) Function Summary of Permitted Uses 

Nature Reserve 
 
 

84.94 (40.26%) 

Includes the most 
sensitive natural heritage 
features and areas that 

require careful 
management to ensure 
long-term protection. 

Management activities may 
include protection and 

restoration-based activities. 
Visitor uses are limited or 
restricted. Development is 

generally restricted to trails, 
necessary signs, interpretive 
facilities (where warranted), 
temporary research facilities 
and conservation practices. 

Natural Environment 89.7 (42.51%) 

Functions as a buffer 
between 

Development/Historical 
Zones and Nature 

Reserve Zones. These 
include aesthetic 

landscapes. 

A minimum level of 
development is permitted to 
support low- to moderate-

intensity recreational activities. 
At Inglis Falls Conservation 

Area this includes trails, 
necessary signs and minimal 

interpretive facilities. 

Cultural Heritage 0.31 (0.15%) 

Cultural Zones include 
significant archaeological 

or cultural heritage 
features or areas that 

require management that 
will ensure long-term 

conservation. 

Management activities may 
include the protection, 

restoration and interpretation of 
the Filtration Plant. 
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Access 12.19 (5.78%) 

Areas designated to 
provide access, 

orientation, recreational 
or operational facilities 
(e.g., trailheads, visitor 

washrooms, parking lots. 
Etc.) 

At Inglis Falls Conservation 
Area, this is limited to 

driveways and parking areas, 
as well as buildings that 

provide administrative services, 
visitor amenities and 
operational facilities. 

Development 4.10 (2%) 

Development Zones 
provide access, 
orientation and 

operational facilities (eg. 
Visitor centres, 

maintenance buildings, 
parking lots Etc.) 

Development at Inglis Falls 
Conservation Area is existing 

and consist of the 
administration and 

maintenance buildings, parking 
lot and the barn. 

Resource 
Management 19.76 (9.36%) 

Resource Management 
Zones are sustainably 

managed for many 
diverse values. This zone 

should demonstrate 
exemplary conservation 

and stewardship. 

This type of zone includes land 
that has been traditionally 
managed under long-term 

resource agreements, which 
includes an agricultural lease 

and a section of managed 
forest. 
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Map 10. Management Zones within IFCA (2023) 
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Map 11. Access/Development Zone Zoom on Arboretum Section 
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Map 12. Access/Development Zone Zoom on top of Inglis Falls 

In the 2000 Master Plan, the zones that were proposed slightly differ from this current plan and 
can be reviewed in Map 13. The main difference is in the Development and Access Zones (pink) 
as shown at the east side of the property off Highway 6/10, and the line coming in off Grey Road 
18. During this time, there was an exciting project underway called the Ecology Centre Ontario, 
which was going to be an interpretive centre located off Highway 6/10 focused on interpreting, 
exhibiting, exploring and celebrating the Niagara Escarpment. Additionally, there was a 
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proposed parking expansion off Grey Road 18 with a long driveway in. Due to the location of the 
ANSI, and traffic concerns from the Ministry of Transportation and Grey County Transportation, 
both projects did not proceed.  
 

 
Map 13 Management Zones from the 2000 Master Plan 
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Figure 13. Trail edging example 

Retrieved online from: 
http://www.craterlakeinstitute.com/index-of-images/historic-photos/current-photos-by-park-staff/misc-trail-
photos-by-jennifer-gifford-crla-trails-supervisor/ 
 
 

 
Figure 14. Rope trail railing example 

Retrieved online from: http://www.wanderingpa.com/2017/08/the-erie-national-wildlife-
refuge.html 
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Figure 16. Current view of head pond riparian area 

 
 
Figure 17. Future restoration proposal for head pond area 

Retrieved online from: https://indiana.clearchoicescleanwater.org/pledges/native-plants-and-
pollinators/using-native-plants/ 
 
 
 

 







 

55 | P a g e  
 

 
 
Map 14. IFCA Trail Plan (Trail Names) 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































