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Preface
This guide has been developed with the intent of simplifying the permit
application process by providing a series of details and examples that can be used
to guide you in developing an acceptable permit application. This guide does not
cover all scenarios, but strives to highlight the more common projects. A permit
application form can be found in Appendix ‘E’ to this Guide.
The guidelines and diagrams presented in this document are meant to serve as
useful information that can be used to guide you through the initial application
process. These guidelines and diagrams should not be regarded as rigid since
every situation is unique. Pre-consultation is strongly recommended prior to the
submission of a permit application.
Further, it should be noted that any in-water or near water works may require
approvals from Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO), the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources (MNR) and possible contact with the local Aboriginal
Communities.
Approved by the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority Board of Directors,
Resolution FA-14-041
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Introduction
The Grey Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA) has the responsibility to prevent or
restrict development in areas where the control of flooding, erosion, dynamic
beaches, pollution or the conservation of land may be affected by development.
These areas typically include valley and stream corridors, wetlands and their
associated areas of interference, as well as the shorelines of Lake Huron and Georgian
Bay.
The GSCA fulfills this responsibility by regulating these areas under Ontario Regulation
151/06: Regulation of Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to
Watercourses, made under the Conservation Authorities Act.
If your property is regulated, you must consult with and/or apply for a permit from the
Conservation Authority prior to undertaking any of the following works:
a.

b.

straightening, changing, diverting or interfering in any way with the existing
channel of a river, creek, stream or watercourse, or for changing or interfering in
any way with a wetland; and/or,
development, if in the opinion of the authority, the control of flooding, erosion,
dynamic beaches or pollution or the conservation of land may be affected by the
development.

Where Development is defined as:
a.
b.

c.
d.

the construction, reconstruction, erection or placing of a building or structure of
any kind,
any change to a building or structure that would have the effect of altering the
use or potential use of the building or structure, increasing the size of the
building or structure or increasing the number of dwelling units in the building or
structure,
site grading, and/or
the temporary or permanent placing, dumping or removal of any material,
originating on the site or elsewhere
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CULVERTS AND CROSSINGS
In reviewing development involving culverts and crossings over watercourse features, it
is our goal to ensure that there are no measurable changes to the flood plain, either
upstream or downstream, as a result of the proposed development.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions, including culvert diameter, culvert length, stream width, etc.;
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works;
5. A detailed written description of the proposed works, including proposed timing of
works, duration of works, best management practices, means of maintaining flow
and proposed sediment controls; and,
6. Occasionally engineered design drawings may be required. Please consult with us
to determine if your project necessitates an engineer’s review.
Notes:
i) Culverts should be embedded by approximately 10% of the culvert diameter.
ii) Culverts should be sloped less than one percent from upstream to downstream.
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Section A-A

Timing of Works:

Number of Culverts:

Culvert Type:

Location:

Name:

Culvert Installation

Channel Width:

A

Flow Direc on:

Proposed Road Width:

Exis ng Road Width:

Culvert Length:

Embedded Depth:

Proposed Slope:

Proposed Diameter:

Exis ng Diameter:

Exis ng Grade:

Proposed Grade:

A

DEMOLITIONS

This section is intended to address the demolition of existing structures. Often times
during a demolition project, some degree of site grading is required to remove and/or
infill the existing foundation and/or sewage disposal system. In reviewing this type of
development, it is our goal to ensure that there are no measurable changes to the any
flood plain, slope or wetland features.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location and extent of the proposed works
including the dimensions and location of the existing structure to be removed, the
total area of disturbance, the approximate changes in elevation and any proposed
sedimentation and erosion controls; and,
4. In rare instances (floodplain or shoreline flood hazard) a detailed engineered
grading and drainage plan may be required.
Exemptions:
1. Please note that projects that do not require any grading may be exempted at the
discretion of the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority.
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DOCKS

A dock is a structure that allows you access from the shoreline to the water. When we
review your dock project, we are reviewing the area where the dock will be placed to
ensure that there will be no natural hazards created or exacerbated, and to ensure that
there will be no negative impacts to any wetland features.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the riparian property
owner and the intended user (ie: adjacent landowner) where applicable;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions;
4. A detailed written description of the proposed works, including proposed timing of
works, duration of works, best management practices, means of maintaining flow
and proposed sediment controls; and,
5. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works.
Notes:
i) Docks or structures may not be permitted on shore road allowances. The local
Municipality should be contacted for relevant policy.
ii) Docks should generally be constructed such that they are removable in nature
(pipe or floating) and such that no pressure treated materials are in contact with
the water under normal water conditions.
Exemptions:
Please note that dock projects that are entirely within the waters of Lake Huron,
Georgian Bay or inland lakes that require a permit or exemption from the Ministry of
Natural Resources under the Public Lands Act may be exempted at the discretion of the
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority.
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FILL AND GRADING
Fill and Grading projects can range from minor lot grading to major commercial
undertakings. Some minor examples include site preparation, lot leveling, and the
construction of new entrances. Some major examples include site preparation for
subdivisions and large commercial projects requiring substantial re-grading.
In reviewing this type of development, it is our goal to ensure that there are no
measurable changes to the flood plain and shoreline areas, no infilling of wetlands and
no negative impacts to hazardous slope features.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location and extent of the proposed works
including dimensions and approximate changes in elevation, changes in drainage
patterns and the estimated volume of fill materials to be removed and/or imported;
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works may be required;
5. A complete description of the type of fill proposed to be placed or dumped;
6. In instances where fill materials are to be removed from the project site, we require
specific information regarding the proposed location of the fill materials; and,
7. Engineered design drawings may be required. Please consult with us to determine
if your project necessitates an engineer’s review.
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LANDSCAPING

This section is intended to address landscaping projects, including but not limited to
patios, cosmetic retaining walls, and limited re-grading. In reviewing this type of
development, it is our goal to ensure that there are no measurable changes to the flood
plain, shoreline, wetland or slope features. Additionally, we want to ensure that
appropriate sediment and erosion control measures are being implemented.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location and extent of the proposed works
including dimensions and approximate changes in elevation; and,
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works.
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MAJOR MUNICIPAL PROJECTS
Major municipal projects typically include water and sewer line
installations/replacements, road construction, water treatment plants, etc. In reviewing
this type of development, it is our goal to ensure that there are no measurable changes
to the flood plain, shoreline, wetland or slope features. Additionally, we want to ensure
that appropriate sediment and erosion control measures are being implemented.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by a signing officer; and,
2. Detailed engineered drawings indicating the location of the proposed works and all
relevant dimensions, elevations, cross-sections, proposed sediment and erosion
controls, etc.; and,
3. A detailed written description of the proposed works, including proposed timing of
works, duration of works, best management practices, means of maintaining flow
and proposed sediment controls.
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PONDS (NEW CONSTRUCTION AND CLEANOUT OF EXISTING)

Ponds typically require the movement of moderate to large amounts of fill materials and
may have a dramatic impact on the local landscape. In reviewing a pond application, it
is our goal to ensure that there are no negative impacts to any flood plain, shoreline,
wetland or slope features. Through our review we also strive to ensure that there will be
no negative impacts to water quality due to sedimentation or thermal impacts.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions, including length, width, depth and details on outlet and control
structures;
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works; and,
5. In some instances a detailed engineered grading and drainage plan may be
required.
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POOLS (SWIMMING, WHIRLPOOL AND THERAPEUTIC)
Pool projects include the installation of all types of residential pools, both above-ground
and in-ground. In reviewing this type of development, it is our goal to ensure that there
are no negative impacts to any natural hazard areas, including slopes, floodplains,
wetlands and shorelines.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions, including depth of pool; and,
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works.
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RETAINING WALLS

Retaining walls can be grouped into one of two categories: those for strictly cosmetic
reasons or minor changes in grade; and, those that are structural in nature, such as to
hold a slope or maintain a change in grade exceeding four feet. This section relates to
those walls that are structural in nature, but not associated with a shoreline or
watercourse. It is our intent to ensure that works requiring structural retaining walls do
not create new hazards or aggravate existing hazard issues.
For cosmetic walls, please refer to the ‘landscaping’ section.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. Detailed engineered drawings for the wall, including the wall design, the location of
the proposed wall and a cross-section of the proposal; and,
4. Detailed engineered soils and slope stability review may be required.
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SEPTIC SYSTEMS
When reviewing a proposed septic system, we are actually reviewing for the placement,
removal and grading of fill materials, as opposed to the function of the system. Through
this review it is our goal to ensure that there are no negative impacts to any flood plain,
shoreline, wetland or slope features.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions, including length and width of the system, the bed and the extended
contact area. This site plan should also provide setback distances from static
objects (ie: house) such that we can accurately determine where on site the
proposed works will occur; and,
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works.
Exemptions
1. Septic system replacements as part of a septic re-inspection program being
replaced in the same location and not within a hazard area may be exempted at
the discretion of the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority.
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SHORELINE PROTECTION WORKS

Our office reviews shoreline protection works along watercourses, inland lakes and the
shoreline of the Great Lakes (Huron / Georgian Bay). Through this review, it is our goal
to ensure that there are no negative impacts to flood, erosion, dynamic beaches,
pollution or the conservation of land.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions;
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works;
5. A detailed written description of the proposed works, including proposed timing of
works, duration of works, best management practices, means of maintaining flow
and proposed sediment controls; and,
6. Engineered design drawings and/or reports may be required. Please consult with
us to determine if your project necessitates an engineer’s review.
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SHORE WELLS

We understand that water is a necessity for all residential dwellings. Along the
shoreline of the Great Lakes, it is typical for residences to utilize water lines and shore
wells for the purpose of obtaining water. Our review for the installation of shore wells
strives to minimize the impacts of these projects on the coastal environment. This
review will only address those portions of the project above the current water level.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the riparian property
owner and the adjacent landowner as applicable;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions, including length, width and depth of the proposed shorewell and/or on
shore site alterations;
4. A detailed written description of the proposed works, including proposed timing of
works, duration of works, best management practices, means of maintaining flow
(for riverine systems) and proposed sediment controls; and,
5. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works.
Note: In-water portions of the project associated with a water line trench are governed
by the Public Lands Act and Ministry of Natural Resources Policy
PL3.03.04 Section 3.1.1 (4) and the Federal Fisheries Act.
According to the Public Lands Act and noted policy, the in-water portions of a
shore well project are exempt under the Public Lands Act and are also exempt
under Ontario Regulation 151/06 according to GSCA’s approved 2014 fee
schedule. There are further exemptions under the Public Lands Act according
to Ontario Regulation 239/13. Any in-water works that are exempt or require a
work permit from the Ministry of Natural Resources are exempt from obtaining a
permit from the GSCA. For your convenience, we have included links to these
documents in Appendix ‘D’.
However, the in-water works may have an impact on fish habitat. As such,
Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) should be contacted in this regard as
noted in the introduction of this document.
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STREAM BANK EROSION AND REHABILITATION WORKS
Erosion of stream banks is a natural process that changes the shape of a riverine
system over time. Sometimes this process is accelerated through changes in local
riparian zones or through intensification of upstream land uses. Sometimes these
changes caused by erosion threaten to impact on the existing built landscape (ie:
house, road, etc.). In these instances, the GSCA may consider a permit application for
the installation of erosion controls and/or rehabilitation works.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works and all relevant
dimensions, including the length of the proposed works, channel width, channel
height, proposed control methods and construction, etc.;
4. A detailed cross-section of the proposed works;
5. A detailed written description of the proposed works, including proposed timing of
works, duration of works, best management practices, means of maintaining flow
and proposed sediment controls; and,
6. Engineered design drawings and review may be required. Please consult with us
to determine if your project necessitates an engineer’s review.
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STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FACILITIES
Stormwater management (SWM) facilities are required to minimize the impacts of
upstream development on downstream areas. If left uncontrolled these impacts range
from an increase in pollution to an increase in flood and erosion risk. Through our
permitting process, it is our intention to ensure that SWM facilities are designed to
minimize impacts on both localized and downstream areas.
It is encouraged that the use of Low Impact Development (LID) measures be
incorporated into these plans as appropriate utilizing best management practices. More
information on LID can be found on the Credit Valley Conservation and Toronto Region
Conservation websites. Links to these sites are included in Appendix ‘D’ to this guide.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed engineering report of the proposed development and the appropriate
sizing criteria for the SWM facility to ensure that water quantity and water quality
are controlled to appropriate levels as determined through a Terms of Reference in
accordance with Provincial and Municipal Standards; and,
4. Detailed engineered drawings indicating the full scope of the proposed works.
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STRUCTURAL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS

Structural Construction Projects include, but are not limited to, structures such as:
houses, decks, sheds, additions, etc. Through our review of these projects, it is our
intention to prevent loss of life and minimize property damage due to flood and erosion.
A complete permit application will generally consist of the following information:
1. A completed application form, filled out in full and signed by the property owner;
2. Payment of the applicable, non-refundable, application fee;
3. A detailed site plan indicating the location of the proposed works, existing and
proposed structures, proposed changes in grade and all relevant dimensions;
4. A copy of the construction drawings; and,
5. Engineered design drawings may be required. Please consult with us to determine
if your project necessitates an engineer’s review.
Exemptions:
The following structures may be exempt from a permit provided they are not located
within a hazard zone, EP zone, EH zone, within six metres from shoreline protection
works or in any other situation that would be deemed by the Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority to be subject to flood and erosion hazards:
1. Unenclosed structures less than 10 square metres (107.6 square feet);
2. Non-habitable accessory structures less than 10 square metres (107.6 square
feet);
3. Decks less than 60 centimeters (two feet) above grade.
The exemption of any such projects is entirely at the discretion of the Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority.
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AREAS OF SPECIAL CONSIDERATION

Notwithstanding the foregoing information, every property, situation and development
proposal is unique. As such, there will be special circumstances in which the above
noted requirements will not be sufficient for a specific proposal. Some areas of concern
which may require special consideration are areas where steep slopes, dynamic beach,
or flood plain occur.
In these instances, further technical studies and/or plans may be requested in order to
ensure that we have all of the information we require to properly review your proposal.
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Completing the Application Form

Property Owner’s Contact
Information (Including
Postal Code and Email)
Contractor or Consultant’s Contact Information
Only Higher Tier
Organizations
Please Complete All
Fields
As this Form is Generic
in Nature, only Fill in
those Areas Relevant to
your Project.

This lets us know when
you need your permit by
and when you expect to
be working

Note: Please note that we require the signature of the property owner and the agent (if applicable) at the
bottom of the second page of the application or as a specific written authorization.
Where the owner is someone other than the applicant (ie: OPG, a Municipality, a company, etc.) it is
necessary to acquire a signature from a signing officer for the relevant organization.

Helpful Links:
MNR Policy PL 3.03.04 Section 3.1.1 (4) exemptions of water lines
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@crownland/documents
/document/mnr_e005007.pdf

Ontario Regulation 239/13 as referred to on Page 25 of this document
http://www.e‐
laws.gov.on.ca/html/source/regs/english/2013/elaws_src_regs_r13239_e.htm

MNR In‐water Timing Window Guidelines
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/stdprodconsume/groups/lr/@mnr/@letsfish/documents/po
licy/stdprod_109170.pdf

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
http://www.dfo‐mpo.gc.ca/pnw‐ppe/index‐eng.html
Credit Valley Conservation
http://www.creditvalleyca.ca/low‐impact‐development/

Toronto Region Conservation
http://trca.on.ca/the‐living‐city/water‐flood‐management/storm‐water‐
management.dot
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Grey Sauble Conservation Authority
R.R.#4 237897 Inglis Falls Road, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5N6
Phone 519 376-3076 Fax 519 371-0437

Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alteration to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation
Ontario Regulation 151/06
Application #

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION

For Office Use Only

Grey Sauble Conservation Authority will consider your application based upon the information you provide below.
Please complete all relevant sections, date, sign and return the application along with the appropriate fee to:
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, R.R.#4 237897 Inglis Falls Road, Owen Sound, Ontario N4K 5N6
Please Print
Please Print
Applicant’s Name:________________________________
Agent’s Name (s):________________________________
Address
Address:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Telephone Home _______________Work _____________ Telephone Home _______________Work _____________
Cell ___________________ Fax ___________________
Cell ___________________ Fax ___________________
e-mail ________________________________________
e-mail ________________________________________
Have you applied to other Agencies regarding this project?
No  If Yes, please indicate which: MNR___ MOE ___ NEC ___ DFO ___ Other _________________________
(please specify)
Location of Proposed Works
Municipality ______________________________________ Former Municipality _______________________________
Lot __________________ Concession _______________________
Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________
Registered Plan Number (if applicable) _____________________________ Lot Number _______________
Assessment Roll Number ____________________________________
Application is hereby made to:

Construct/Reconstruct a building or structure

Alter, Expand, Renovate a Building or Structure
a) Proposed use of building or structure _________________________________________________________
b) Floor area of new structure __________________________________________________________________
c) Will structure have a basement ( ) Yes ( ) No
d) Elevation of lowest external opening (window, door, etc.) in relation to existing grade __________________

Place/remove fill or site grading
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Type of fill ____________________________________________________________________________
Depth of fill ____________________________________________________________________________
Proposed final grade of land _______________________________________________________________
Proposed means of stabilizing fill ___________________________________________________________
Proposed use of land when completed ______________________________________________________

Alter a watercourse by constructing a
( ) Crossing
( ) Pond
( ) Dam
( ) Channel
( ) Bank Protection
( ) Other
Describe proposed work __________________________________________________________________________

Alter a Wetland - Describe proposed work ___________________________________________________________
Alter a Shoreline - Describe proposed work ___________________________________________________________
Proposed Start Date ___________________________ Proposed Completion Date___________________________

***Continued on Next Page***

APPLICATION FOR PERMISSION – Page 2
Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alteration to Shorelines and Watercourses Regulation
Ontario Regulation 151/06
Application #
For Office Use Only

This application MUST be accompanied by two (2) copies of a site plan showing:
1. Subject property dimensions.
2. Adjacent roads, watercourses, land forms (eg. hills) and buildings.
3. Location of proposed fill, with depth of fill and final grade.
4. Location of proposed new structure with elevation, final grade, description of structure, drainage and method of
construction.
5. Length of watercourse affected and proposed gradient, side slopes and erosion and sediment control methods.
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
1. Any permission, if granted by Grey Sauble Conservation Authority, will expire two (2) years from the date of issue, unless
specified on the permit. No further work will be carried out on the project that is the subject of this application beyond
the date of expiry without prior written approval of the extension of the expiry date by Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority (renewal fees may apply).
2. Permission granted by Grey Sauble Conservation Authority cannot be transferred without prior written approval by Grey
Sauble Conservation (processing fees may apply).
3. Approvals, permits, etc., may be required from other agencies prior to undertaking the work proposed. Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority permission, if granted for the proposed work, does not exempt the owner/agent from complying
with any or all other approvals, laws, statutes, ordinances, directives, regulations, etc., that may affect the property or
the use of same.
4. Should the information provided on or with this application be untrue or incorrect, or become untrue or incorrect, the
Grey Sauble Conservation Authority reserves the right to withdraw any permission granted based on the information
originally provided. Grey Sauble Conservation Authority may elect to proceed with further action to have the works
modified or removed, in whole or in part, at the cost of the applicant.
DECLARATION
I/we certify that I/we will abide by Ontario Regulation 151/06 as may be amended from time to time. I/we agree to allow
representatives of Grey Sauble Conservation Authority onto the site of the proposed work so that they may obtain information
pertaining to the application and to review the work. I/we further agree to undertake to obtain, at my/our cost, further
information, studies, reports, etc., prepared by others, if such is required by Grey Sauble Conservation Authority to properly
review the application.
NOTICE TO APPLICANT
Pursuant to bill 49, The Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 1989 and the Conservation Authorities
Act, R.S.O. 1990, the principal purposes for which personal information collected on this document is intended to be used is:
a) In the assessment of proposed works/undertakings relative to Ontario Regulation 151/06 and water related concerns;
b) For the distribution of information to the applicant relating to programs and projects of Grey Sauble Conservation
Authority;
c) For watershed planning.
The Chief Administrative Officer of Grey Sauble Conservation Authority can answer questions about the collected information.

I/we, the undersigned hereby certify to the best of my/our knowledge and belief that all of the noted and attached
information on this “Application for Permission” is correct and true. I/We further solemnly declare that I/we have read
and fully understand the contents of this application, and specifically the Terms and Conditions, the Declaration and the
Notice to Applicant.
Dated this ____ day of __________________, 20___ at _________________________________
________________________________
_____________________________
___________________________
Owner - Signature
Owner - Signature
Authorized Agent - Signature
________________________________
Owner - Print Name

_____________________________
Owner - Print Name

___________________________
Authorized Agent - Print Name

519.376.3076
237897 Inglis Falls Road
Owen Sound, ON N4K 5N6
www.greysauble.on.ca

Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alteration to Shorelines and Watercourses
Regulation Ontario Regulation 151/06

FEE SCHEDULE 2022
When submitting an application, the appropriate fee must be included; otherwise, applications will not
be processed. The fee is nonrefundable regardless of the decision reached by Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority on the issuance of a permit. Cheques made payable to: Grey Sauble
Conservation Authority or by etransfer or Credit Card/Debit Card Payment available by phone
or internet
Application for Permission
1. Minor Projects
2. Standard Projects
3. Major Projects
4. 60 Month Project (requires GSCA Board Approval)
Permit Replacement (Expired within 1 yr. and no
amendments)
Permit Replacement with Amendments (Minor Projects)
Permit Replacement with Amendments (standard Projects)
Permit Replacement with Amendments (Major Projects)
Property Clearance and Inquiry Letters
Property Clearance and Inquiry Letters with Site Inspection

Work Fee
$290.00
$650.00
$1630.00
$3800.00
$140.00
$160.00
$270.00
$550.00
$230.00
$390.00

Any project commenced prior to the issuance of a permit will be subject to a fee
that is double the regular fee.
Definitions: This is a summary for the guidance of all applicants, Grey Sauble Conservation
determines the applicable fee and whether the project is exempt.
Standard Projects:
• All projects not defined as minor, major or exempt are Standard Projects.
• Clean-out of channels greater than 100 metres and less than 500 metres in length
completed while the channel is dry, provided the dimensions of the channel do not
exceed the original “as constructed” channel (primarily for agricultural purposes).
2. Minor Projects:
• Buildings and structures with floor area equal to or less than 50 metres ² (538 ft²)
• Fill (including placing, removal or re-grading) where the total quantity is equal to or less
than 100 metres ³ (130.8 yards³)
• Retaining walls where slope stability is not a concern
• Fences within a floodplain or dynamic beach
• Decks and patios greater than 10 metres² (107.6 feet²) in floor area that are not enclosed
or roofed and not located in a hazard area
• Docks that are not subject to the Public Lands Act.
1.

Minor Projects (continued):

•

Pools and associated minor site alterations
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shore wells and associated site alterations excluding in water works
Clean-out of existing ponds (location of disposal of dredged material must be indicated
and may trigger additional permits) where pond size does not increase.
Clean-out of channels less than 100 metres in length completed while the channel is dry,
provided the dimensions of the channel do not exceed the original “as constructed”
channel
Watercourse crossing where the existing stream channel width is equal to or less than
3.0 metres (9.8 feet) and the watercourse is dry at the time of construction
Maintenance and repair to existing on-stream structures provided the use and
dimensions remain substantially the same
Stream bank or inland lake shoreline works that are equal to or less than 20 metres (65.6
feet) in total length
Site alteration for the installation of a septic system
Repairs or replacement of Great Lakes shoreline protection works within the same
footprint.

3. Major Projects:

•
•
•
•
•

All non-residential buildings (commercial, industrial, institutional) greater than 500
metres² (5380 feet²) in floor area
Filling (including placing, removal or re-grading) where the total quantity is more than
1500 metres³ (1962 yards³)
Ponds, dams, watercourse crossings where the existing stream channel width is greater
than 10 metres (33 feet)
New stream bank and channel works that exceed 500 metres (1,640 feet) in length
Retaining walls or similar structures where there is potential for slope instability.

Exempt Projects:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

Non-habitable buildings or structures equal to or less than 10 metres² (107.6 feet²) in
floor area provided they are not located in a hazard area.
Fill quantities (including placing, removal or re-grading) equal to or less than 10 metres ³
(13 yards³) where the work is completed in one calendar year, is not an ongoing project,
is not located on a steep slope and will not restrict the flow of water.
Fences not within a floodplain or dynamic beach.
Septic system replacements being replaced in the same general location and size and
not within a hazard area with no change to existing drainage patterns.
New or replacement municipal/private water line and/or municipal/private sewer hook-up,
telephone/cable/electrical/natural gas installations provided it does not cross a
watercourse, wetland or steep slope and maintains existing drainage and grading
patterns.
Demolition of an existing building provided there are no changes in grade.
Repairs and/or replacement of a foundation provided the building footprint is not
increased with no change in grade and the structure is not within a flood or erosion
hazard area.
Landscape works that do not change the grade or drainage and are not considered a
structure.
Works within the waters of Lake Huron, Georgian Bay or inland lakes that require a
review or permit from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry under the Public
Lands Act.
Works that are required to protect municipal infrastructure in the case of a flood or
erosion emergency. (Consultation is required with the GSCA prior to completing the
work).
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